BOOKS.

THIS MONTH'S SPEOIAL REVIEWS.
Tins is one of the most valuable contributions to gynmcological science which has appeared for some time, and contains a vast amount of extraordinarily useful knowledge. We regret to say that with all the investigations pursued by the author as exposed in his monograph of upwards of 360 pages the cause of menstruation is not yet discovered, and we must still accept the dictmn enunciated by Columbat that the mystery of menstruation will be for ever " covered with a veil which cannot be perfectly removed."
Novak is a disciple of Hitschmann and Adler, but is broad in his views and remarks that. even already Henkel, Keller, Schroder and others have found discrepancies, although.the weight of evidence is in accordance with the general correctness of their (Hitsehmann and Adler's) teaching; but there is still room for discussion in certain details. One of the most vivid facts enunciated is the comparison of the cycle of menstruation witti .that of the corpus luteum and the chronological relation is clearly shown.
:Menstruation is divided into four stagcs--Postmenstrual, Interval, Premetlstrual and Menstrual, and these correspond in the corpus lute.urn with the stages of (1) proliferation which lasts from the first to the fourteenth day during which ovulation occurs (probably about the fifth); (2) vascularisation; (3) maturity, and (4) retrogression which corresponds with the onset of menstruation. It is interesting to observe that the failure of early investigators to describe the life history of the corpus lutemn was due largely to neglect of the thin-walled structures often without "bloody contents which represent the very early stages of the corpus luteum. The present status of the question as to the origin of the lutein cells is still sub ]udice, but the theory of epithelial origin form the cells of the ganulosa is fairly well established. The results of Czyzewicz as to whether the Fallopian tubes take part in menstruation are negative in that, although blood may be found in the tubes during menstruation it has never been seen to leave the vessels by those experimentalists who ha~e adopted a rigorous technique.
The clinical section of the work is at a high level, but does and could not show the amount of work which has been expended on the more scientific sections. There is a useful note on endocrines and a chapter by Kelly and 13.urnham on x-ray therapy.
The bibliography alone makes the work a necessary addition to the library of the gynmcologist, and it is produced well with excellent type and paper.
ARTHUR GILMOUR. 
a21-.
IN this book the author makes a bold and not unsuccessful attempt to analyse within a short space the views of the two great schools of Dermatology--the German and the French. He endeavours to find a common ground between the two in the classification of skin diseases, but recognises the sharp distinction that until recently separated both. The one "attempting to restrict all dermatoses to the skin alone, the other (the French) regarding most skin affections as of internal causation." This is a difficult problem to deal with in four hundred pages when we consider the amount of matter dealt with in the monumental works of such authorities as Brocq, Darter, Sabouraud, tIebra and Unna. For that reason while original and useful the book is disappointing in some ways, being neither a standard work to the extent of Stelwagon (the histology is poor) nor is it anything more original in etiology or treatmen~ than the average standard text-book on the subject.
The author divides skin diseases into autochthonous and non-autochthonous. He then devotes a chapter to a short summary of cutaneous lesions which is not very illmninating, and there is also a short note on methods of examina-tion and diagnostic procedure which is too sketchy to be of much practical value.
Great attention is paid to classification and nomenclature --to the latter especially.
In the attempt to make them original the result is often confusing, especially when dealing with eczema and the epidermal dystrophies.
The symptomatology is sound and useful. The chapter on drug eruptions very good.
The treatment of some diseases such as ltaynaud and acne vulgaris is very poor. The chapter on eczema is long, original solely in respect of classification, and rather confusing. There is an excellent chapter on syphilis in all its aspects.
To sum up. THE third edition of this book, while bringing a recognised standard work on Dermatology more up to date, is a valuable addition to the more recent publications on the subject. The matter of the book is too well kndwn in previous editions to require detailed criticism. Part I. deals with special methods of treatment. Part II. with a short summary of the better known skin diseases, their general and local treatment. Part III. gives a number.of useful prescriptions, dyes, etc. The special and general methods of treatment will be found most useful and reliable. The chapter on x-ray therapy is admirable, its uses and doses being clearly set forth. This form of treatment in relation to ringworm is thoroughly dealt with in the chapter on that subject.
The special chapters on Ionic medication, Carbon Di-oxide snow and Radium are all helpful, explaining clearly the latest methods of applying these forms of treatment. The chapter on Vaccines is good, but open to criticism, especially as to the value of the acne bacillus in the vacclne treatment of that disease.
In Part II. individual diseases, the local treatment of ringworm is admirably dealt with, Dr. Sibley explaining the methods of appl3ing the various drugs employed with great clearness.
The chapters on Eczema and Psoriasis are equally good. There is an excellent chapter on medicinal baths.
Twenty Pp. xii.+291. 18/-. THE revised edition of this work adds considerably to a very useful reference book. Few changes will be noted in the classification and etiology or symptoms of the well-recognised diseases with which the book deals, compared with the previous editions. In general the symptomatology will be found more satisfactory than the etiology, although the author deals lucidly with the modern theory of focal infection.
It is in the general treatment of skin diseases that the book will be found most valuable.
In this the book has been thoroughly revised and brought up to date. In dealing with general treatment the auth6r confines himself as far as possible to the use of a few drugs for both internal and external use and lays stress solely on those which he can personally claim to have found successful. This is .helpful as one is not lef~ with a long list of drugs which various authorities are said to recommend.
In erysipelas, for instance, the author confines himself to liq. ferri perchlor (20 to 60 minims every four hours) and the painting of the part with 25 to 50 per cent. solution of ichthyol in water which he claims to be almost a specific. In the local treatment of ringworm of the scalp croton oil is the author's chosen drug, and the methods of application are most clearly dealt with. Colloidal manganese is strongly reconamended in the treatment of boils if a vaccine cannot be given or second course seems to be required. In the treatment of syeosis the fact that the disease is most rebellious to treatment when well established, is clearly recognised, and the importance of x-rays emphasised.
X-ray treatment is excellently described even in technique~ especially Adamson's method for tinea tonsurans.
The author rightly and courageously gives a warning that the pastilles used should be supplied by Drault of Paris because of the danger of forgeries or imitations, of which he himself had experience. It is a warning that cannot too often be repeated. Eczema is well dealt with, but the local treatment presents no remarkable features.
The chapter 'on alopecia should be helpful. One of the best features of the book is the chapter on syphilis.
It includes methods of diagnosis and a complete and excellent summary of the use of She Wassermann reaction ia all its aspects and in all its relations to the disease.
All forms of treatment are dealt with, and that by the arsenobenzol compound in detail.
In many diseases the author draws where possible on experience gained in the War. Thirty-six excellent illustrations complete the book. Many are from the microscope and a number of half-tone plates form an unusual and admirable feature of an accurate and helpful text-book.
M. DRUMMOND.
Blood Pictures.
By CECIL PRICE JONES, M~.B. Second Edition: John Wright and Sons, Bristol. 6/6. Pp. 64. Tins l~ook,,dealing in a small space with blood-work--and blood-work only--is consequently convenient. The author applies the term " blood picture " to the results obtained by a complete blood examination, not to the mere observation of stained films.
The results are striking, and the amount of clinical differentiation which can be made by such means appears to be very large--particularly as regards the differential leucocyte count.
It is with pleasure that we observe our author to emphasise the fact that too much importance should not be attached to such observations; that they should only be regarded as factors in the diagnosis. Such a warning, in our opinion, is timely. 5[any clinicians are, we think, too readily swayed by laboratory findings, and an amount of responsibility in diagnosis is being fas-tened upon the clinical pathologist which he is not competent to bear. Modern diagnosis is tending to become a sum in addition and subtraction of observation; well and good--but the clinical factors are figures of higher value than the hwmatologieal and other fractions.
J.H.P.
Practical Bacteriology: Blood-Work: Parasitology.
:By E. R. ST~TT. Sixth Edition. H. :K. Lewis. 1921. Pp.
xii. +633 20/-.
THIS marvellous little volume is by an American. Marvellous in its enormous scope--its simplicity--its sense of proportion--its entire absence of pontificating dogma.
As regards general clinical pathology, were we to be allowed to retain only one book--we are not sure that. we would not decide upon Stitt--Emery's Clinical Bacteriology and Ha, matology being the only other book of a similar value we can recall at the moment. A feature of the work is the author's condescension to the requirements of those whose work is in small quantity or intermittent upon any particular field.
J. t-I. P.
A Text-book of General Pathology. By BEATTIE and DICK-SOS. Second Edition. Heinemann. Pp. 496+xlv. 31/6 net. This volume, with its companion upon Special Pathology, upon its first appearance under Rebman, became the favourite student manual. We confess that in our opinion the second edition falls short considerably of the first as regards the uncoloured illustrations.
Both editions are before us and the blurring and softening of outline, to whatever cause it may be due, is very marked.
The eoloured plates are enhanced by the addition of Dr. James Dawson's illustrations from his thesis upon Inflammation, and are o[ much beauty and delicate precision.
As regards the tex~ the principal modification consists in the addition of a chapter upon Fever.
The book is likely to remain popular amongst students, most of the more recent works upon Pathology possessing a certain philosophic breadth of treatment~, rendering ~hem more suitable for the qualified practitioner.
J. ]=[. P. It does not contain anything very new, but, nevertheless, it is instructive and decidedly practical.
The author realises that diagnosis is all-important, and in consequence almost every condition is tackled from the differential diagnosis point of view.
We are glad to find that the existence of definite functional gastric disturbances is insisted on, and although not quite as all-embracing as the writer appears to think, never= theless, the distinction into two main types of functional import--hypo and hyperchlorhydria~is, at any rate, convenient and in accordance with much of our knowledge. As one reads through the book one naturally finds here and there various observations and bits of advice with which one does not agree. For example, one can hardly believe that congenital pylorie stenosis is as common in the adult as the chapter on the subject would have one believe. Again, it is impossible to agree that. once pyloric narrowing of non-malignant type is diagnosed, anything but surgical treatment should be advocated.
Toward the end of the book an article on perirenal suppuration ends up with a series of statements which tell one that the diagnosis is always easy, and apparently even obvious. Some eases are indeed easy to diagnose, but very many constitute in the earlier stages of development some of the most difficult problems in abdominal diagnosis.
However, it is all the better ~hat one should not always agree. We recommend the book as one which is thoughtful and pleasantly stimulating.
